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Swiss clinic
suicide couple

had owned
Barton hotel

THE MIL LION AIRE cou ple who
died in a sui cide pact at a eu tha -

na sia cen tre in Swit zer land  were
well-known Barton-on-Sea ho te -
liers.

Pe ter Duff (80) and his wife,
70-year-old Penny, were both suf fer -
ing from ter mi nal can cer when they
ended their lives at the Dignitas
clinic in Zu rich last month.

From 1973 they owned The Red
House Ho tel in Barton at the
 seaward end of Barton Court
 Avenue. At the time they lived in
Puddletown, Dorset, and would go
to the ho tel to meet with staff once a
week. Their for mer ac coun tant of 10
years, Mavis Boreham, de scribed
them as a de voted and flam boy ant
couple.

“They did ev ery thing to gether,”
she told the ‘A&T’. “I was so shocked
when I saw the story about them in
the Daily Mail. I had so many peo ple
who used to work at the ho tel ring ing 
me up.

“We were a happy team and there
was a good at mo sphere. It was a nice
place to work.”

Dur ing their time at the Red
House Pe ter and Penny set up the
Watersplash Club swim ming pool for 
guests and vis i tors. When the ho tel
was sold to Pennyfarthing Homes in
1989 the club was taken on by for mer
ho tel book keeper Colin Par tridge
and is to day run by his son.

Pay ing trib ute to the cou ple, who had 
two chil dren and for the last 12 years
had lived in Bath, Mr Par tridge said:
“They were lovely peo ple to work for.”

Pe ter was suf fer ing from co lon and
liver can cer while his wife had a rare
stom ach can cer since 1992 and had
suf fered a se vere re lapse af ter be ing
given the all-clear.

They had re port edly told friends
they were mov ing back to Dorset to
spend their fi nal days but in stead
trav elled to Swit zer land to end their
lives.

Mr Duff was a for mer di rec tor of
the wine mer chant Avery’s and, with
Lord Montagu of Beaulieu, founded
the Wine Guild of Great Brit ain.

A me mo rial tea party for past
 employees of the Red House Ho tel is
be ing or gan ised by Mavis Boreham
who can be con tacted on 01425
617037.

Boldre
driver (93) 

admits
causing

fatal
motorcycle 

crash
Victim hit on A337
on first day of his

retirement
A 93-YEAR-OLD Boldre man

 admitted caus ing a fa tal road ac ci -
dent which claimed the life of a lo cal
mo tor cy clist on the first day of his
re tire ment.

A Rover driven by Al fred Ross was
turn ing right from Sway Road, the
B3055, onto the A337 at Setley when
it col lided with a Honda bike rid den
by 65-year-old Jeffrey Bennett early
in the af ter noon on Oc to ber 8th.

New For est mag is trates heard it
was the first ac ci dent Ross, of Sandy
Down, had ever been in volved in
since he first got be hind the wheel of
a car aged 15.

Pros e cu tor Ruth Bowskill told the
court Ross’s car was in the mid dle of
the A337, which has a 50mph limit,
when the ac ci dent oc curred.  It was
near to the Filly Inn just mo ments af -
ter Mr Bennett had over taken a
tanker.

The tanker driver said Mr Bennett
was rid ing within the speed limit.

An other wit ness re ported see ing
Ross’s car as it ex ited Sway Road
“jump” slightly.  She thought at the
time there may have been an el derly
per son driv ing due to the man ner in
which the ve hi cle moved, Mrs
Bowskill told the Bench.

The pros e cu tion was of the view
the ac ci dent was caused by a “mo -
men tary lapse of con cen tra tion”,
which put it in the low est category.

De fend ing, Paul But ler said his
 client’s level of at ten tion had fallen
be low the level that was re quired.

He said: “As far as he can re mem -
ber at the junc tion he can re call sit -
ting wait ing for traf fic to go by and
think ing it was clear.

“He ac cepts we all make mis takes,
and the re sults are tragic con se -
quences.”

Mr But ler added be cause it had
been in di cated by the pros e cu tion
the of fence was at the low est end of
the sen tenc ing scale, it meant Ross
would not go to prison and opened
the pos si bil ity of a com mu nity order.

Due to the age of the de fen dant,
who came into the court with the aid
of a walk ing stick and was al lowed to
sit nearer the mag is trates as he had

£6,000 penalties 
for forest mobile 

home owners
Refusal to move cost one
ú1,250, the other ú5,100

TWO New For est men have been
pros e cuted by the na tional park

au thor ity for re fus ing to re move
 illegal mo bile homes.

They were or dered to pay fines and 
costs to tal ling more than ú6,000 af ter 
the NPA took them to court in two
sep a rate cases last week.

It was the sec ond time Malcolm
Horsburgh has been pros e cuted for
hav ing an un author ised mo bile
home since 2003 at Hill View Farm,
Godshill, af ter he was also con victed
in 2006.

Last week, he ap peared at New
For est Mag is trates’ Court to plead
guilty to a charge that he had still not 
re moved the of fend ing struc ture. He
was or dered to pay a ú750 fine and
ú500 costs.

The NPA said af ter wards that if
Horsburgh did not re move the mo -
bile home within “a rea son able time”
it would con sider fur ther ac tion.

The other mo bile home was used
by Ste ven Green at New bridge
 Island Farm, Cadnam. Un der its
 previous owner it orig i nally had
 temporary per mis sion un til 2003 to
serve a new farm ing en ter prise — but 
its re ten tion was refused.

The land was sold to Green in 2004
and he lived in the mo bile home
 before an en force ment no tice was
served on him the next year with an
or der to re move it by De cem ber 2006.

It stayed where it was, how ever,
and the NPA took Green to court.
Last week, he pleaded guilty at
Bournemouth Crown Court and was
fined ú600 and or dered to pay ú4,500
costs. 

A na tional park au thor ity spokes -
per son said: “The au thor ity is
pleased with its suc cess ful en force -
ment pros e cu tions. It shows that if
plan ning law is breached the New
For est Na tional Park Au thor ity will
in ves ti gate the sit u a tion and take
action if necessary.

“These re cent cases high light that
fail ure to com ply with an en force -
ment no tice could lead to a court
case with the pos si bil ity of a hefty
fine.”

————————

A POP U LAR or ganic farm in Sway
lhas been forced to close with the

loss of 10 jobs af ter na tional park
plan ners stopped it sell ing pro -
duce grown five miles away.

Just three years af ter ex-For mula
One World Cham pion Jody
Scheckter pur chased the site of the
for mer Kings Lane Nurs er ies in Sway 
to ex pand his or ganic farm ing busi -
ness, the shop has been aban doned
and 10 staff have lost their jobs.

The en ter prise was set up as an
 expansion of the 2,500 acre
Laverstoke Park in Overton, north of 
Winchester, and in volved the con -
ver sion of four enor mous green
houses that were pre vi ously run by
Dou ble H Nurs er ies.

Mr Scheckter also pur chased 130
acres of land op po site Hordle
Walhampton School in Lymington,
which was used to grow more
 organic pro duce.

How ever, staff at the farm say that
the na tional park au thor ity has
made it im pos si ble to run a farm
shop from the Sway site.

Of fice and shop man ager Jane
 Edwards ex plained: “Un der the rules
for farm shops we were only al lowed
to sell pro duce grown on the farm
and be cause the ad di tional fields
were five miles away on the other
side of the river, the na tional park
au thor ity clas si fied this as im port ing 
produce.”

How ever, the NPA de fended the
no tice and stated it was sim ply en -
forc ing na tional pol icy which
 requires farm shops to gain plan ning
per mis sion if they are sell ing more
than 10% of pro duce not grown on
their farm.

An NPA spokes per son ex plained:
“In or der to sell more than 10%, plan -
ning per mis sion is re quired, as it is
then classed as a re tail out let (like a
shop).

“Of fi cers met with the rep re sen ta -
tives from Laverstoke Park in June
2007 and dis cussed the op tions avail -
able to them and re quested they ad -
vise the au thor ity as to how they
wished to pro ceed.  As there was no
res o lu tion of the mat ter the au thor -
ity was forced to serve  enforcement
no tices in January 2009.”

Since the site was pur chased in
Jan u ary 2006, it has been ex ten sively
re fur bished with the ad di tion of a
bio-fuel boiler.  Mrs Ed wards said:
“The whole sale veg e ta ble op er a tion
has al ways strug gled to be prof it able
be cause of the large in vest ment that
was made dur ing the ini tial set-up.
But the shop was a suc cess and we
had a size able fol low ing of loyal
customers.

“It would not be fair to say that the
de ci sion was based en tirely on the
na tional park en force ment no tices
but they were cer tainly the fi nal
straw which broke the camel’s back.” 

Be fore open ing the farm shop in
Sway, staff claimed they con sid ered
other op tions in clud ing run ning a
stall at Lymington mar ket and rent -
ing a shop lo cally, but nei ther was
viable.

The lat est NPA en force ment no -
tice re lat ing to the farm shop stated
that it did not serve a lo cal need, but
Mrs Ed wards said: “That is com -
pletely wrong; we had so many loyal
cus tom ers and many of them were in

tears when we told them we would
have to shut.  The NPA never re cog -
nised the value of what we were
doing.”

One for mer cus tomer was New
For est dis trict coun cil lor Paul
Hickman.  He said: “It is a trag edy
that Laverstoke has been forced to
close. When you look at the great jug -
ger nauts bring ing veg e ta bles and
fruit to Waitrose and Tesco it seems
a bit per verse to say that they can not 
sell pro duce grown less than five
miles away, be cause it is imported.”

An other for mer cus tomer said:
“Surely grow ing or gan i cally and
 reducing food miles is at the very
core of what the na tional park
should be do ing.  I just can’t un der -
stand why it has been so
unsupportive of Laverstoke.”

Other en force ment ac tions re lated 
to the use of sign age and the open ing 
up of a road to al low ac cess to the
site.

Mrs Ed wards said “These are dif fi -
cult times and Laverstoke had very
high over heads so a de ci sion was
taken to fo cus on our core busi ness
at Overton.  We are hope ful that we
will be able to rent or sell the land to
some one who can make it a suc cess.”

Fol low ing the clo sure of the busi -
ness two staff were trans ferred to
Overton and 10 other em ploy ees
were made re dun dant.

————————

Park au thor ity bans Sway
or ganic farm shop

Last straw forces farm clo sure with loss of 10 jobs

Public hold Parliament and
us in contempt, admits MP

Desmond Swayne’s outspoken  address at charity lunch

THE na tion has lost trust in
 Parliament and MPs were held in 

ut ter con tempt, ac cord ing to lo cal
mem ber Desmond Swayne who
said some peo ple even hated
them.

Hit ting out at last week’s an nual
char ity lunch of New Mil ton Ro tary
Club, the New For est West MP called 
for the num ber of par lia men tar i ans
to be cut and for their pen sions to be
reduced.

How could mem bers of Par lia ment 
re gain the trust of the na tion, he
asked, as he put for ward two
 suggestions.

“First, we need a sig nif i cant cut in
our num bers; there are far too many
pro fes sional pol i ti cians liv ing on the
backs of the Brit ish peo ple,” he said.

“Sec ond, we need a root and
branch re form of the par lia men tary
pen sion scheme.  When the na tion is
fac ing a pen sion cri sis, an ex am ple
must be set by aban don ing a scheme
that is uni ver sally re garded as too
gen er ous and too expensive.

“If or di nary peo ple saw that, when
the in ter est of the na tion re quires,

tur keys re ally can be per suaded to
vote for Christ mas, per haps they will
be gin to trust the tur keys again.”

Trust, said the MP, was the very
ba sis of rep re sen ta tive de moc racy.
The ma jor ity con sented to be gov -
erned by, and taxed by, an elected
mi nor ity be cause they trusted in the
pro cess and in the judge ment of
those they elected.

They trusted that their elected
rep re sen ta tives would take de ci -
sions not in their own in ter est but in
the in ter est of the na tion as a whole.

If that trust broke down it re sulted
in dis or der, civil dis obe di ence and a
rise in fas cist po lit i cal par ties, said
Mr Swayne.  The his tory of the last
cen tury showed that was es pe cially
true in times of eco nomic turmoil.

“You do not need me to tell you
that this trust is al ready break ing
down,” the MP con tin ued. “Again
and again, I am told on door steps
that all the can di dates are the same
— in it for them selves and that none
of us is to be trusted and who ever
they vote for it al ways ends up the
same.  Lit tle won der then that so

many have al ready given up voting.”
Mr Swayne said he be lieved it led

to a loss of con fi dence by Par lia ment
it self and rights that their an ces tors
fought over gen er a tions to achieve
were given up.

“We no lon ger hold the gov ern ment
to ac count and we have largely given
up mak ing the law or con trol ling sup -
ply. Con se quently we are  increasingly
gov erned by peo ple whom we do not
elect and can not re move.”

Last week, the Bank of Eng land be -
gan the pro cess of “quan ti ta tive eas -
ing”, which he said was a eu phe mism
for print ing new money to the tune of
a quar ter of the na tional in come.

It was, he warned, “an enor mous
ex per i ment with un known con se -
quences.  Yet in cred i bly it took place
with out a vote or even a de bate in
Par lia ment.

“Why have we so lost our nerve?”
the MP asked. “The an swer is that we 
know that we do not en joy your sup -
port; that you do not trust us; even
that you hold us in ut ter  contempt;
that some of you go so far as to hate
us.”

Pupils escape school 
mini-bus pile up

SEVEN chil dren had a lucky es -
cape when their school mini- bus

was in volved in a four-ve hi cle
smash on the A337 near New Mil -
ton on Mon day morn ing.

The Ford Tran sit had been tak ing
pu pils to Durlston Court School in
Barton-on-Sea when the pile up hap -
pened at about 8.25am at the junc -
tion of Lymington Road and Lower
Ashley Road. It was in col li sion with
a Rav 4, a Renault Megane and a
Volks wagen Golf as they  trav elled in
the same di rec tion to wards the town
centre.

Two school boys, a nine-year-old
and an 11-year-old, were taken by
am bu lance to Southampton
 General Hos pi tal  with mi nor
 whiplash  injuries. None of the other
pu pils on board the mini-bus, nor the 
driver, were re ported to have been
in jured.

The driver of the Megane, a
44-year-old woman, was taken to
The Royal Bournemouth Hos pi tal
with neck pains. A man in his 30s,
who had been driv ing the Golf, was
also taken there along with his

 passenger, an 18-year-old man. They
both  sustained mi nor in ju ries.

A po lice spokes woman said the
Rav 4 driver, a woman in her 80s, had
also com plained of neck pains but
did not need hos pi tal treat ment.

Rush hour traf fic tailed back in
both di rec tions while emer gency ser -
vices worked at the scene and the ve -
hi cles and de bris were cleared away.

Durlston Court’s headteacher, Da -
vid Wansey, told the ‘A&T’: “We’re
very re lieved that the chil dren are
okay, and are very grate ful to the
emer gency ser vices who were there
very quickly and were very good.
Lots of pass ers-by were also very
help ful.

“As soon as I heard about the ac ci -
dent, I set off there im me di ately with
the bur sar to com mu ni cate with the
school and ar range for the par ents of
the chil  dren in volved to be
contacted.”

Mr Wansey added that apart from
the pair taken to hos pi tal, all the pu -
pils from the bus had gone into
school as nor mal.

Government allows 200 
homes on sports grounds
A de vel oper has won a de ci sive vic -

tory in its bat tle to build nearly
200 homes on foot ball pitches in
Totton and move the two teams to
a pur pose-built ground on the
edge of town.

Af ter a six-day hear ing last year,
New For est Dis trict Coun cil’s re fusal 
of Lin den Homes’ plans was this
week over turned by the gov ern ment, 
which leaves only the  dwell ings’ de -
tails to be ap proved be fore work can
begin.

The three-part plan is to move
AFC Totton to Lit tle Testwood
Farm in Calmore and build 86 homes
on its cur rent ground in Testwood
Place. A fur ther 102 homes will be
built on the for mer BAT sports
ground in South ern Gar dens. 

The sports and so cial club will stay
there and cricket con tinue, but
Totton and Eling Foot ball Club, cur -
rently based at South ern Gar dens,
will join AFC Totton at the new
sports ground in Calmore with three
flood lit pitches — one all-weather ––
and stands and 81 park ing spaces.

The sec re tary of state for com mu -
ni ties and lo cal gov ern ment, Ha zel
Blears, al lowed the ap peal on the
 advice of plan ning in spec tor Ruth
Mac Ken zie. Mrs Blears con cluded
the scheme would ben e fit Totton
sport and not harm the town.

How ever, Lin den Homes was
 silent about when it might prog ress
with the schemes amid the eco nomic 
slow down, and the chair man of AFC
Totton, Alan Da vis, said on Wednes -
day he too was wait ing for word. 

The pro pos als have split opin ion:
pro test ers were joined by New For -

est East MP Julian Lewis and the
town coun cil, wor ried about traf fic in 
Calmore and los ing green space. In
fa vour were the foot ball clubs, keen
to get im proved fa cil i ties. 

In to tal the three ap pli ca tions at -
tracted 830 let ters in sup port and
479 against, but there were also two
pe ti tions of about 3,000 names ob -
ject ing. Totton coun cil lor Alan
Weeks re acted: “It’s a dis grace. The
vast ma jor ity of lo cal peo ple op -
posed the plans. 

“The only real sup port came from
the sports clubs who were be ing
threat ened by the de vel op ers. We
col lected thou sands of sig na tures on 
pe ti tions but Totton’s voice has been 
ignored."

Coun. Da vid Har ri son added:
“Once again, the views and de ci sions
of dem o crat i cally elected coun cil lors 
have been over turned by a plan ning
in spec tor ap pointed by a La bour
gov ern ment which cares noth ing
about nor un der stands the town.”

He pledged to press the dis trict
coun cil to con sider le gal ac tion to re -
verse the sec re tary of state’s de ci -
sion. He added: “If we can’t chal lenge
this, we will be los ing two very large
ar eas of green open space.”

On Wednes day, the chair man of
the dis trict coun cil’s plan ning com -
mit tee, Coun. Pat Wyeth, said at its
monthly meet ing: “These de ci sions
have se ri ous plan ning im pli ca tions
and the coun cil will have to con sider
its position.”

But AFC Totton chair man Mr Da -
vis said: “We’re ab so lutely thrilled to
bits about it. It’s a very ex cit ing time

(Con tin ued on page 3)

A  for mer Lymington builder
hunted by the Amer i can Se cret

Ser vice in con nec tion with an al -
leged multi-mil lion-pound em i gra -
tion scam has landed back in the
UK.

Derick Coles (62) is be ing sought
amid al le ga tions he has taken up to
$3.5m –– about £2.5m at cur rent ex -
change rates –– handed over by cli -
ents who be lieved he would help
them with the com pli cated move to
the US. 

Ac cord ing to a group of al leged vic -
tims, he landed with his wife in
Heathrow, via Cy prus, on Feb ru ary
27th where he was ap par ently met by 
Brit ish po lice of fi cers. 

How ever, they said nei ther of them 
was ar rested and they were al lowed
to go on their way af ter checks were
car ried out while they waited in the
pass port con trol area.

Mr Coles was spot ted ear lier this
year in North Cy prus where some of
his ac cus ers — who in clude Da vid
Far row, of Colchester, a spe cial con -
sta ble awarded an MBE for ser vices
to the po lice — flew out to con front
him. 

They missed him there but on the
way back found he was on their flight
and asked the cap tain to call ahead
and ar range for the po lice to meet Mr 
Coles at the air port.

A Brit ish Air ways spokes man told
the ‘A&T’: “A flight from Larnaca
[Cy prus] was met by po lice but I’m
afraid that we can’t go any fur ther
than that be cause of data pro tec tion
rules.”

Bi zarrely how ever, a spokes -
woman for the Met ro pol i tan po lice,
whose area cov ers Heathrow, said
they had no re cord of Mr Coles be ing
spo ken to de spite the pho to graph
which seems to show him be ing ap -
proached by an officer.

Mr Far row told the ‘A&T’ he be -
lieved an ar rest war rant in Florida,
where Mr Coles lived in Sarasota un -
til he dis ap peared, was due in the
next cou ple of months.

BUILDER IN £2.5M 'SCAM'
PROBE FLIES BACK TO UK

Arrival: Derick Coles (centre) and his wife Elizabeth questioned at Heathrow
Mr Coles’ ac cus ers, led by Terry

Dunne, are push ing for a war rant to
be is sued by the US, where the case
is be ing in ves ti gated by the Se cret
Ser vice af ter be ing passed up by
both the lo cal po lice and the FBI. 

Agent John Joyce told the ‘A&T’ in
Jan u ary: “I can tell you that this of -
fice is ac tively pur su ing this case and
I am op ti mis tic that those who are
re spon si ble will be vig or ously pros e -
cuted for any crim i nal ac tiv ity.”
Hamp shire po lice said they would
only look for him if a warrant was
issued. 

Mr Coles was spot ted in Cy prus
late last year where he ap par ently
booked into a ho tel un der the name
of Lord Harvey Coles.

A spokes man at Bellapais Gar dens
Ho tel, in the north of the is land, said:
“Lord Coles, who was alone, stayed
with us for two weeks and checked out 
af ter the New Year cel e bra tions. He
paid his bill in full and said he had en -
joyed his time here.”

He added: “He said he was writ ing
a book and seemed a very nice man.” 

How ever, a string of on line com -
plaints by about 15 an gry cus tom ers
dis agrees af ter they got in volved
with Mr Coles’ firm, New Ho ri zons
Group, of which he was chair man. 

They were told he would help them 
with em i gra tion doc u ments, find ing
prop erty, do ing busi ness or ex -
chang ing cur rency — but are now
hunt ing for him af ter los ing con tact
with  him  and  their  money.  New
 Horizons Group’s website has also
now disappeared.

One claim ant is Bharti Patel, from
Lon don, who said she and her hus -
band Neil lost $170,000 (£123,351) af -
ter meet ing Mr Coles in June last

year. They last heard from him in No -
vem ber and she de scribed the ex pe -
ri ence as a “night mare”. 

Mr Coles’ past is marked by a
string of fi nan cial di sas ters and both
he and his wife, Eliz a beth, were de -
clared bank rupt in the early 1990s.
He be gan his ca reer as a ju nior at
Lymington build ers Tif fins where he
worked his way up to be come gen -
eral manager.  

The com pany went bust six
months af ter he and his fam ily
moved to Spain in 1975. Yet they re -
turned to the UK within a year and
started up Derick Coles Ltd, also
based in Lymington.  

But in 1988 the prop erty mar ket
col lapsed and, af ter fail ing to se cure
£3.5m of in vest ment, by 1990 the
com pany was in the hands of re ceiv -
ers. The fam ily fled to the US in 1992
and in 1994 Derick Coles Ltd was
wound up ow ing about £1.6m to a
string of creditors. 

Mr Coles was a mem ber of the
Lymington Round Ta ble and his two
sons, An drew and Ja son, both at -
tended Durlston Court School at
Barton-on-Sea. 

WIGHTLINK was forced to aban -
don us ing its con tro ver sial new

 ferries on Sunday when high winds 
meant they could not op er ate
within safety re quire ments laid
down by the Lymington Har bour
Com mis sion ers.

Pas sen gers were stranded for up to 
four hours while the com pany
 reverted to us ing one C-class ves sel
to run be tween Lymington and
Yarmouth.

‘A&T’ reader John Vale said he had
booked to re turn to Lymington on

Chaos as high winds
halt new ferries

the 5pm ferry but did not leave
Yarmouth un til 6.45pm. 

He said: “On ar rival at the
Yarmouth ter mi nal one of the poor
ferry em ploy ees was hav ing to shout
at sev eral cars at once as they ar -
rived, tell ing them that the new fer -
ries were not run ning and one of the
old fer ries was hav ing to do a shut tle
to and from Lymington all on its
own!”

Con cerns were raised at Mon day’s
Lymington Har bour Com mis sion ers’ 
meet ing that the town could be left
with out any ferry ser vice at all if the
new ves sels have to be sus pended
again af ter licen ces to use the old
ones ex pired in the next few weeks.

How ever, har bour mas ter Ryan
Willegers said there was al ready a
con tin gency to shut tle foot pas sen -
gers by bus to the Southampton and
Portsmouth cross ing points.

“One would imag ine that i f
[Wightlink] have no other al ter na -
tive, then that’s what they will be
 doing,” he ex plained.

Un der tem po rary op er at ing  rules,
the larger ships can not be used if
wind speeds reach 20 knots, gusting
at 25.

This limit was put in place as a
 precautionary mea sure by the har -
bour com mis sion ers un til all mas -
ters and helms men have gained
suf fi cient ex pe ri ence of op er at ing
the new ships. It will only be re con -
sid ered af ter fur ther risk as sess ment
and agree ment from the
commissioners.

Wightlink ad mit ted there had
been “teeth ing prob lems” since the
new ships be gan run ning on Feb ru -
ary 25th –– prior to the com ple tion of
safety sea tri als –– and it has now
amended the spring time ta ble to
 exclude some sailings.

Isle of Wight res i dent Mar tin
Palmer told the ‘A&T’ that the
 company had failed to give reg u lar
an nounce ments on when or why a
sail ing was late. 

He added: “Fer ries are run ning so
late they are cancelled and when
they do ar rive they are  delayed sail -
ing so that Wightlink can ef fec tively

(Con tin ued on page 3)

Pop u lar: Peter Duff
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Lymington council
‘secrecy’ criticised

Amenities committee banned public discussion on several issues

LYMINGTON and Pen ning ton
Town Coun cil has been forced to
 defend the num ber of is sues that are
dis cussed in se cret af ter con cerns
were raised by a county coun cil lor.

Speak ing at last week’s full coun cil
meet ing Coun. Adrian Ev ans
 referred to the pri vate sec tion of the
ame ni ties com mit tee agenda, af ter
its chair man Coun. Paul Hickman
gave a re port to the full coun cil
meeting.

The list of ‘se cret’ items in cluded
dis cus sions on the sea wa ter baths,
the coun cil’s pa vil ions and build ings, 
build ings in sur ance, Lymington
sports ground, the Bath Road band
stand, the cro quet club and the
 possible em ploy ment of a sum mer
entertainer.

The Pub lic Bod ies Act 1960, which
gov erns town and par ish coun cils on
ex clu sion from meet ings, states that

this should only oc cur “if pub lic ity
would be prej u di cial to the pub lic
 interest or be cause of the con fi den -
tial na ture of the items being
discussed.”

Coun. Adrian Ev ans said: “Af ter
 listening to the ame ni ties re port I
noted that if I was at tend ing as a
mem ber of the pub lic there were a
num ber of top ics dis cussed in
 private that I would have been
 interested to hear about. 

“Is this some thing that is go ing to
hap pen more and more — the dis cus -
sion of mat ters in pri vate?”

The ques tion was met by a cho rus
of ap proval from the floor, and in
 response lo cum town clerk Malcolm
Leatherdale said that de cid ing
where items should ap pear on the
agenda was “not an ex act sci ence”.

He added: “It is not some thing we
in tend to keep go ing for very long.

My own view is cer tainly that the
fewer mat ters that are dis cussed in
pri vate  session the better. It is not
some thing that we in tend to carry on 
into the fu ture.”

At a re cently pol icy and re sources
com mit tee meet ing, chair man Jan
Harber asked coun cil lors to vote on
whether items sched uled for pri vate
ses sion should be dis cussed publicly.

Mem bers then opted to dis cuss in
pub lic a re quest from the town’s
twinning as so ci a tion for the town
coun cil to host a re cep tion dur ing an
ex change visit from Vitre in France. 

How ever, en qui ries by coun cil staff 
had re vealed that the coun cil
 chamber would be un avail able on
the eve ning the twinners had
 requested. The com mit tee in stead
agreed to make a ú300 grant to the
as so ci a tion so that it could or gan ise
an event.

for the club and we want to get it un -
der way as soon as pos si ble.

“I would like to think that the
 majority of the town will be well on
side with us be cause I think they will
real ise it is ac tu ally good for them
hav ing this brand new fa cil ity [at Lit -
tle Testwood Farm]. It will bring
more peo ple into the com mu nity and 
give Totton more ex po sure. 

“The only thing we’re wait ing to
hear from Lin den about is what the
time frame will be. We would like to
think it will be started so that we can
be gin play ing in time for the start of
the 2011 sea son.”

AFC Totton won South ern
League pro mo tion last sea son, but
can not prog ress at Testwood
Place with out ma jor im prove -
ments. The new ground in Calmore
would meet stan dards three di vi -
sions higher. Totton and Eling FC
are in the lower Sydenhams Di vi -
sion One.

In her de ci sion, Mrs Blears said:
“The fu ture of sport in Totton would
be well served by the pro posed de vel -
op ments and that there would be no
ad verse im pact on open space pro vi -
sion”.

Con di tions for the three schemes
in cluded traf fic man age ment and
net ting at South ern Gar dens to pro -
tect the new homes closer to the
pitch from cricket balls, and 14 re -
stric tions to con trol noise, flood -
lights, and land scap ing at Lit tle
Testwood Farm.

Lin den de clined to com ment when 
the ‘A&T’ asked when it in tended to
sub mit ap pli ca tions for the de tails of
the two homes schemes. Work on the 
sports com plex can start as soon as a 
few de tails have been agreed.

––––––––––––––––––––

Government gives 
go-ahead to 200

Totton homes
(Con tin ued from front page)

catch up on the time-  table. This
leaves trav el lers who have ar rived on
time wait ing the best part of an hour
for the next sail ing.”

Prob lems have also been re ported
with low slung ve hi cles board ing and
ex it ing the ferry and the pre vi ous

Sunday the ser vice was dis rupted
when a £200,000 Ferrari be came
wedged on the tem po rary dock ing
ramp. Staff had to use wooden
splints to en able the driver to ma -
noeuvre the car ashore.

How ever, Wightlink spokes per son
Kerry Jack son said the com pany was 
ad dress ing prob lems: “The prin ci pal
op er a tional is sues have now been

iden ti fied and we are now in the
 process of ad dress ing each one in
turn in or der to im prove the
 efficiency of the service.

“In light of this we are amend ing
the time ta ble slightly un til mid-May, 
to ease the pres sure in this learn ing
phase so we can op er ate to the
 maximum ef fi ciency.”

High winds halt new ferries
(Con tin ued from front page)

Harbour chiefs seek new powers
Lymington Har bour Com mis sion -

ers are to ap ply for more pow ers to
reg u late Wightlink’s new larger fer -
ries in the wake of the fu rore over
their launch be fore sea tri als had
been com pleted –– al though the pro -
cess could take at least two years.

Speak ing at Mon day’s meet ing,
har bour mas ter Ryan Willegers said 
le gal ad vice had been sought about
the com mis sion ers’ du ties and pow -
ers. This had con cluded they were
cur rently not equipped to make di -
rec tions re lat ing to the en vi ron -
men tal ef fects of the W-class
ves sels in the short to me dium
term.

“We do not have the pow ers cur -
rently to reg u late the op er a tion of
the fer ries be yond what our cur rent
byelaws pro vide for,” said Mr
Willegers. “We are not a com pe tent
har bour au thor ity in this case, in
terms of hab i tats di rec tions and reg -
u la tions, so there is no pro cess by
which we should or nor mally would
give permission.”

As pre vi ously re ported, the com -
mis sion ers were out raged when
Wightlink de cided to put the ves sels
into ser vice de spite be ing asked not
to while dis cus sions with Nat u ral
Eng land (NE) continued.

Al though ac knowl edg ing the

amount of time it would take, Mr
Willegers said the com mis sion ers
had been ad vised to ap ply for a har -
bour re vi sion or der (HRO) to get
pow ers of gen eral di rec tion. This was 
on the strength of NE’s find ings that
there was a po ten tial for the fer ries
to dam age the environment.

“No body knows for sure if the fer -
ries will have an ef fect,” he said.
“But if three or four years down the
line, through mon i tor ing, they are
shown to have an ef fect, an HRO
gives us the tools to deal with it in
the fu ture.

“Also for any new plans or pro jects
in the fu ture, we would have the flex i -
bil ity to be able to re spond very
quickly with out hav ing to go through 
a two or three-year pro cess. There
would be a lo cal con sul ta tion pro -
cess then a new gen eral di rec tion
would be issued.”

Mr Willegers pointed out that a
pro posal to al low the gov ern ment to
give the pow ers to the com mis sion -
ers with out the need for a long pro -
cess was cur rently be fore par lia ment 
as a pro vi sion of the Ma rine Nav i ga -
tion Bill. It was agreed that the HRO
should be set in mo tion in case it was
not approved.

Mr Willegers pre dicted a pub lic en -
quiry would be needed and said
Wightlink was al most cer tain to ob -
ject be cause of the im pact it could
have on its busi ness.

In the mean time, the com mis sion -
ers’ con sul tant BMT SeaTech, has
re leased its draft phase two re port
on the new fer ries to stake holders for 
a three-week con sul ta tion. 

The re port, which con cludes that
the W-class ves sels will slightly re -
duce over all the level of risk to safety 
pro vided cer tain con trol mea sures
are ad hered to, had been  pub lished
on the Lymington River As so ci a tion
website but it has since been with -
drawn.

Af ter the con sul ta tion, a stake -
holders’ meet ing on April 2nd is set
to dis cuss any amend ments which
might have to be made to the fi nal re -
port. Mr Willegers as sured that if
BMT did not agree to cer tain
changes, it would ex plain why.

Har bour com mis sion ers’ chair man 
Pe ter Griffiths added: “There are lots 
of words in the doc u ment and it is far
from per fect, so we are ex pect ing
some changes to be needed.”

Three arrests
after Pennington

street fight
THREE teen ag ers have been ar -

rested af ter a man suf fered se ri ous
head in ju ries in a street fight in
 Pennington early on Thurs day in
last week.

As re ported in later edi tions of last
week’s ‘A&T’, an al ter ca tion erupted
at about 12.45am be tween a small
group of men in Milford Road and
Elm Av e nue.  

The 20-year-old vic tim was rushed
to Southampton  General Hos pi tal
for treat ment, but was ex pected to
be al lowed home this week.

The de tained youths, two
18-year-olds and a 17-year-old all
from the Lymington area, were
bailed pend ing fur ther in qui ries.
They are due to re port to Lyndhurst
po lice sta tion on April 21st.

Wit nesses and any one with in for -
ma tion should con tact Lyndhurst
CID on 0845 045 4545 or call
Crimestoppers anon y mously on 0800 
555 111.

Com moning his tory row could lose Lottery cash
A FIERCE row has bro ken out

which could threaten fund ing for a
pro ject to re cord an oral his tory of
the New For est ’s an cient
commoning  traditions.

The New For est Trust — a char ity
which raises money for lo cal con ser -
va tion work — has been at tacked for
the “in sen si tive” way it has han dled
the scheme by some of the very peo -
ple whose past it wants to  document.

The trust is man ag ing the
 Commoners’ Oral His tory Pro ject
which this year se cured £29,000 from
the Her i tage Lot tery Fund to in ter -

view com mon ers to re cord their her i -
tage. But there is an ger at the
ap point ment of Bramshaw busi -
ness man Denis Shaughnessy to run
it.

Crit ics say that be cause he is
 relatively un known in the foresting
com mu nity he does not have their
trust to send vol un teer in ter view ers
into the homes of com mon ers —
some of whom are quite old — to ask
ques tions about their lives.

They also sus pect he may lead it in
a com mer cial di rec tion af ter he
 recruited Adam Baines, who helped
launch the Lon don Eye, and Helen
Lloyd, an oral his to rian who fea tured 
in the award-win ning BBC ra dio
 series ‘The Cen tury Speaks’.

Of fi cial com plaints have been
lodged with the Her i tage Lot tery
Fund ask ing it to in sist that a new
leader is ap pointed who is more
closely as so ci ated with the New
 Forest’s commoning community.

Com moner Jo Ivey has been in ter -
view ing fel low com mon ers for years
be fore the pro ject at tracted the new
cash but she was turned down by the

New For est Trust to run the pro ject
in fa vour of Mr Shaughnessy.

Her hus band, com moner Pe ter
Whapham, is the East Boldre
 member of the New For est Con sul ta -
tive Panel. He at tacked the lead er -
ship of New For est Trust chair man
Rich ard Manley.

He said: “His opin ion that oth ers,
busi ness peo ple, should be
 appointed is an in sult to the
commoning com mu nity.” He called
on Mr Manley to re sign the trust’s
chair man ship and his mem ber ship
of the Com mon ers ’  De fence
 Association (CDA).

Com moner Ann Sevier, who is on
the CDA com mit tee, was also con -
cerned: “I think the most im por tant
thing is to re cord as much as we can
be fore the peo ple pass on, peo ple
who have mem o ries from the Sec ond 
World War.

“If we lose this op por tu nity we
have lost it — we will lose the money.
They will not give us the money
twice, this is the only chance we have
to get it right.”

Mr Manley, for mer CDA chair man,

told the ‘A&T’: “Due to the sen si tiv ity 
of the is sue and the fact that a com -
plaint has been made, un til such
time that the Her i tage Lot tery Fund
has re ported its find ings, we are un -
able to comment.”

At the his tory pro ject’s launch last
month, Mr Manley said: “We need to
spread an un der stand ing of
commoning among res i dents and
vis i tors to the For est, as well as cap -
tur ing the mem o ries and know-how
of an older gen er a tion of com mon ers
while we still can.”

The trust’s press re lease last
month de scribed Mr Shaughnessy as 
“a pro ject man age ment spe cial ist
with a strong in ter est in For est
 affairs”.

The Her i  tage Lot tery Fund
 confirmed a com plaint had been
 received and it would in ves ti gate its
con cerns within 15 work ing days.

A spokes per son said: “We will be
re spond ing once we have had an
 opportunity to prop erly in ves ti gate
the is sues with the grantee.” (See
 letters page 23)

Un der fire: Richard Manley


